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From the President

First a confession. I may have 
exaggerated a little at the end of 
the last article. When I said my 
next car was a Porsche it was 
not badged as such. But it was 
designed by Ferdinand Porsche!

It was 1976 and I has just bought my 
first house. It cost me the princely 
sum of £12,000 (about $24,000 at 
the time). I thought I would pay 
forever and be working until I was 
90 to pay it off. While I had the 
house I could not afford anything 
to put in it! There was a blanket 
across the bedroom window, one 
chair and an old monochrome 
TV some good friends had given 
me. The kitchen had a large eat-in 
area but this too was empty. The 
significance of this will come later.

A friend had an old VW beetle that 
had failed its MoT test because 
the floor plan was rotting away. 
Since he could not keep it on the 
street without tax he asked if he 
could park it on my driveway – it 
too was empty. I agreed.

President Paul Blunt

M e a n w h i l e 
a n o t h e r 
friend owned 
a 1970 VW 
beetle which 
his wife drove 
(badly) most 
of the time. 
She eventually 
blew the motor 
by dropping a valve in number 3 
cylinder. If you know the VW flat 
four, air cooled engine this was not 
unusual. The engine has a central 
fan driven from the crankshaft 
that blows air directed over the 
cylinders. Unfortunately there is 
an oil cooler mounted so that it 
interrupts the flow of air to the 
third cylinder. Dropping valves 
was the result if you did not take 
care of the engine. He did not 
want the car anymore and did not 
want to pay to have it repaired. 
So now I had two cars, one with 
good bodywork but a dead engine 
and one with a good engine but 
rotting bodywork. You know what 
is coming. I decided to take the 
engine from the old car and marry 

www.archiesrestaurant.com

Membership Meetings
are held on the 2nd Wednesday
of the month 
from 7:00PM – 
9:00PM

@ Archie’s
Restaurant
30471 Plymouth
Livonia, MI 48150

NO Meetings:
Jan., Sept., & Dec.
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From the President, continued

it to the transmission on the new one. There 
had been changes to the engine in between 
these two models, mainly a conversion from 
6V to 12V so I decided to completely strip 
and rebuild the older engine converting it to 
12V along the way. It was winter and cold so 
I decided I would use the empty eating area 
mentioned earlier to carry out the work. A 
great plan I thought.

Life chooses many strange moments to teach 
you lessons. I re0-built the engine over a few 
weeks in the comfort and warmth of my own 
home. But I was about to learn lesson 1. If 
you know the VW engine it a is wide, as it is 
a flat four, and high as it has a large cooling fan 
mounted on top. When it came time to put 
the engine back in the newer car I found out 
it would not fit through the door! Should have 
checked that. I had to take all the cooling ducts 
and fan back off to get it out and re-assemble 
again in the cold outside. 

Eventually it was back in the car and everything 
was hooked up. Just need to start it now. It 
cranked fine but would not start. We even 
towed it on another vehicle to bump start 
it without success. I checked plugs, points, 
firing order, fuel, everything but still it would 
not start. Lesson number 2 was coming up. In 
frustration I shouted “the only thing we have 
not changed is the petrol”. So we drained the 
tank and put in fresh petrol. It started first 

time. Never try to start a newly built engine 
on old petrol. I later learned from a friend that 
I probably did not need to drain the tank. If a 
had just added a fresh gallon it would almost 
certainly have worked.

I drove that car for many miles and it never 
failed again. It was just what I was looking for. 
While the performance was terrible and the 
heating a joke it was at least reliable. I could go 
on a journey with a reasonable expectation of 
arriving. The heating is bad by the way because 
the air is taken from the cooling fan, over an 
exhaust heat exchanger and into the car. Since 
the fan speed is crankshaft speed dependent 
your heating also depended on engine speed. 
On the freeway it would cause serious burns 
on your ankle and around town you froze. But 
I loved that car and still have a soft spot for VW 
Beetles to this day.

The summer is here and lots of JAGM events 
have started. Join in and enjoy cruising with 
good friends. Hope to see you at an event 
soon.

Blunt, Paul Blunt
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Jaguar Affiliates Group of Michigan 
invites you to join us at our 50th Annual 

Concours d’Elegance 
Saturday 2nd September, 2017 

Eagle Crest Hotel and Golf Resort
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Jaguar Affiliates Group of Michigann 
50th Annual Concours d’Elegance 

Event Details 
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Jaguar Affiliates Group of Michigan 
50th Annual Concours d’Elegance  

Saturday 2nd September 2017 
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Another "Recipe 
for Success" as 
many JAGM'ers enjoyed the fun and flavors found at Mueller's Orchard 
for the JAGM Annual "Steak Fry"
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The tour of Cell Block 
7 at Jackson Prison last 
month was interesting, 
informative and a little bit 
creepy.  More than a few of 
the Prison’s administrative 
types have been killed 
there over the years. 

Our guide led us thru the 
prisoner receiving area, to their cells, told us 
about prisoner life which is heavily based on 
rewards for good behavior, the work and crafts 
programs and a special prisoner who made a 
brief escape by helicopter. 

There was one cell that contained 
notes left by visitors and former 
inmates. In it were many messages 
acknowledging that crime does 
not pay along with some who 
expressed appreciation for those 
who helped straighten them out.   
Fifteen club members showed 
up for the Cell Block 7 tour;  I’m 
sure all of us left after the tour 
/ presentation was over… well 
pretty sure..  Some of us who made it out, enjoyed a good lunch together 

afterwards, to share the experience of our time "inside"
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Oh What a Summer Drive!

Complete Auto Restorations
13201 Newburgh Road, Livonia, MI 48150
Phone:  734-744-5045    Fax:  734-744-5046

www.CompleteAutoRestorations.com

~ Classic Car Paint & Body Work ~
Complete Mechanical & Electrical & Engine Overhaul

New Wiring Harnesses • IFS Mustang Front End • Disc Brake Conversion
Convertible Tops      •      Interior Trim      •      Headliners      •      Carpeting

www.selectmotors.com

Select Motors Ltd
Specializing in classic automobiles since 1989

734-459-5520

603 Amelia St
Plymouth, MI 48170

Jeff Varilone
President

Buys & Sells 
Classic Autos

BUYERS and SELLERS 
of:   Mercedes     BMW 

           Jaguar        Jaguar

We met, we drove, we had a great time! From Stahls 
Museum to the banks of Grand 
Traverse Bay, new roads were 
travelled and new friendships 
were formed. Many thanks 
to drive leaders Bob & Pat 
Matejek! See a future Indicator 
for all the details…
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Classifi ed Advertising
FOR SALE:  1998 XK8 Convertible, black with black 
top and Cashmere interior also has backup sensors. 
95,000 miles.  Everything works has been a great car.      
Call Mark at 586-801-5542 or 586-775-0359 and leave 
a message, or email
imtb60@gmail.com                  $7,000 or best offer

FOR SALE:  1960 Jaguar 3.8 MK2 - Nice, driver 
quality, MK2.  Pearl grey with red interior.  Four speed 
with overdrive. Chrome wire wheels. All tools, jack 
and books. Recent interior refresh. Coombs style rear 
skirts. Newer battery and tires. Very well maintained.  
Everything works as it should (except the clock!). 65K miles.  
Call Mike at 734-416-3839 or e-mail at 
jaguarinterests00@yahoo.com       Asking $37,500

July August September October

Meeting
Activity

Meeting
12th 7:00PM

Archie's, Livonia

Meeting
9th 7:00PM

Archie's, Livonia
No Meeting

Meeting
11th 7:00PM

Archie's, Livonia

Outside
Activity

Caravan to
Hickory Corners and

Mad Dogs & Englishmen 
Auto Faire

Saturday 8th - Sunday 9th 
                          

T.B.D.

Concours d'Elegance
Ypsilanti, MI
Saturday 2nd

Mueller's Apple of your Eye   
Saturday 8th- Sunday 9th  

Linden, MI        

T.B.D.       

November December January February

Meeting
Activity

Charity Auction
8th 7:00PM

Archie's, Livonia
T.B.D. T.B.D. T.B.D.

Activities Calendar

If you ever 
wondered 
how the 
newsletter 
gets done, you 
see, we have a 
lot of "help"
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Pauline Blunt - Membership 
4715 Bell Oak Road
Williamston, MI 48895
Membership@JAGM.org
Editor@JAGM.org
www.JAGM.org

FIRST CLASS MAIL - PLEASE FORWARD       

See You at the July 12th Membership Meeting!

We specialize in Stock, Performance and Restoration parts for all Jaguar 
models - from the XK120 to the 2017 Jaguar F-Type. 

1.800.851.9438

terrysjag.com

jaguar parts...
JAGUAR SMARTS.

5850 STADIUM DRIVE   KALAMAZOO, MI 

email: info@terrysjag.com

A DIVISION OF IMPORTS

SHIPPINGHHIPPINGSSHSH
BASED ON PART AVAILABILITY

Since 1976, Terry's Jaguar has 

been more than just a genuine Jaguar 

parts supplier - We are your supplier of knowledge, 

integrity, and above all... Good Value.


